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Whitehall Court, built in 1884 in the style of a French 
château, is now a Grade 1 listed building of architectural 
interest. The exterior is original, although the interior 
has been considerably changed. When built, the block 
was divided into full serviced apartments of three 
or more bedrooms each. The ground floor housed 
numerous amenities, including a restaurant and a 
smoking room. Whitehall Court’s history is dotted with 
names of famous residents such as William Gladstone, 
Lord Kitchener, Grand Duke Michael of Russia, George 
Bernard Shaw, and many more.
 
During World War I, the eighth floor quarters in block 
two (now the hotel) were used by the Secret Service. 
During World War II, most of the building was taken over 
by Government departments; the fifth floor utilized by 
Russian Embassy, the sixth floor by the American Embassy, 
and the seventh floor by the Air Training Corps.
In 2005, PAYE Stonework’s specialist masons and 
restorers were appointed to clean and repair the facades 
to their former glory.


